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THE OPENING DAY OF SCHOOL 

Flora J. Cooke 

The opening morning of the school year in the Francis W. Parker 
School has certain traditional features. If any of them are changed or 
omitted there is always a protest from many children who seem to enjoy 
a recurrent touch of school ceremony. 

First, there is the reading of selected verses of the twelfth chapter 
of First Corinthians, beginning as follows: "For by one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For 
the body is not one member, but many." And ending, "And whether 
one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it." 

Second, the singing of the School song in honor of the alumni mem- 
bers present. 

Third, the new teachers and children entering the School are intro- 
duced and welcomed and some of the classes repeat for them the School 
motto, "Everything to help and nothing to hinder," and explain to them 
the significance of the School's great word — responsibility. 

Next in order there is usually a brief talk to the seniors by the 
principal. On this morning the Seniors are seated upon the stage and 
are publicly installed into their position of leadership in the School. 
They are reminded of the duties and responsibilities of the position 
which they will henceforth occupy in the School. Previously every 
senior has been appointed a big brother or sister to one of the eight 
grades in the elementary school. The choice of grade is usually deter- 
mined by the grade in which the pupil entered the School or the grade 
may have some choice because of a blood brother or sister, or the senior 
himself may desire to go to some particular class. The big brothers and 
sisters have privileges as well as duties. They are feasted and feted on 
many occasions during the year by their younger brothers and sisters 
and they are expected to answer questions and give advice and use their 
initiative in any way that will make the relationship mutually pleasant 
and useful.^ The value of this feature in the school life varies, depending 
largely upon the teacher of the particular grade to which the senior is 
assigned. 

The exercise usually ends with singing after which the seniors are 
escorted to the grade room by the younger brothers and sisters. So each 
year begins in a spirit of good-will and friendship which tends to give 
unity to our School-family life which finds its center in the daily morn- 
ing assembly. 
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UNITY AND SCHOOL POLICIES 
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Second Grade Big Brothers and Sisters 




A Hallowe'en Party for Big Brothers and Sisters 



